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PART I ^ oU> 

ov *’ 1 

YOU WILL BE RECEIVING SEPARATE PROGRESS REPORT AND OPTIOl^ 2. 
PAPER FOR THE PRESIDENT. THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OF A MESSAGE 
TO,, BE .DELIVERED • ORALLY AND IMMEDIATELY TO DOBRYNIN. "WE ARE • 

NOW POINT. WHERE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SIDE HAS AGREED TO 
DROP THE DEMAND THEY MADE ON MONDAY WITH RESPECT TO ARTICLE 8 
CC) AI® ACCEPT THE ORIGINALLY AGREED LANGUAGE OF THIS PARAGRAPH 
BUT ONLY IF THE U. S. SIDE DROPS ANY OTHER CHANGES. THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE SIDE IN EFFECT ESTABLISHED A FORMULA THROUGH WHICH 
THEY 'WILL INSIST' ON MAKING A CHANGE FOR EACH CHANGE REQUESTED 
BY THE U.S. SIDE. THUS FAR_IJ1EIR CHANGES HAVE BEEN MORE DRASTIC 
IN CHARACTER. 



AS AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN MUST UNDERSTAND FROM HIS KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE U.S. DOMESTIC, SITUATION, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO ACCEPT 
THE ALTERNATIVE OF EITHER ACCEPTING THE OCTOBER DRAFT OR DRASTIC 
MODIFICATIONS OF PRINCIPLE WHICH WOULD CHANGE THE WHOLE FRAMEWORK 
OF THE AGREEMENT IN RETURN FOR THE CHANGES WE MUST HAVE. IN 
RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR'S QUESTION WE HAVE DRAWN OUT THE DIS- 
CUSSIONS AND WILL MEET AGAIN AT 3 P.M. TOMORROW, THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 7, AT WHICH TIME THE U.S. SIDE WILL PRESENT ITS MINIMUM 
REQUIRED CHANGES WHICH WILL BE SIGNIFICANTLY LESS THAN THOSE 
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WERE AGREED UPON BY BOTH PARTIES LAST WEEK. HANOI "MUST ll. 

STAND THAT THIS WILL NOT BE A SIMPLE U. S. BARGAINING POSITION 
BUT THE ABSOLUTE LAST OFFER WHICH CAN BE MADE." 

4 ' > 

BE SURE AND PRESENT THE ABOVE REPORT TO DOBRYNIN AS A 
PRESIDENTIAL POSITION. 

PART II 

YOU SHOULD NOW ALERT THE VICE 1 PRESIDENT THAT IF THERE IS 
AN AGREEMENT TOMORROW, \tlHICH I BELIEVE IS NOW POSSIBLE, 

. HE,; SHOULD. BE PREPARED TO LEAVE FRIDAY MORNING FOR SAIGON. IN 
THAT EVENT I WOULD LEAVE HERE TOMORROW EVENING AS SOON AS WE 
ARE CONFIDENT AGREEMENT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED. I HOPE SCOWCROFT 
WILL HAVE SOME MEANS OF DELIVERING ME TO WASHINGTON FROM HERE 
WHICH WILL ENABLE ME TO AT LEAST CHANGE MY SOCKS AND LINK UP 
WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT. PLEASE ADVISE WHERE THIS STANDS. 

PART III, 

i 

WE UNDERSTAND SECRETARY ROGERS STILL PLANS TO VISIT PARIS’ 

• AT LEAST ARRANGEMENTS. MADE HERE, HAVE NOT' BEEN CANCELLED. AS 
HALDEMAN MUST KNOW,.; A VISIT BY ROGERS' NOW WOULD HAVE THE GRAVEST 
CONSEQUENCE S '. W IT H. THE' NORTH VIETNAMESE AS WELL . AS WITH THE GVN 
. .ANDS-IT CANNOT, -BE '■ .CO NS ID ER ED , : ..PLEASE CHECK' QUIETLY WITH. ELIOT. 

1°^ see,' whether: or, ;no,t..:t he- trip- is on and if there is ant hesi-' 

TAMO]N:jOR.:VgQyf.V , Ol®A4lOl),f.CCF;NrA'Ct"'HALDEMAN IMMEDIATELY AND INSURE 
. THATl'IT IS FOR'O&R Ui.) Y CflN CFl l Fn . '• 
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contact; HALD em and and., ..tell him 

. . .x maxv.uo i. Op A NY KIND CONGER NING T HE 

negoti.ATio.ns:^rE?-HAVt^^An;t;HE:. crucial substance ' of the nego- 

TIAtipNS .fHEMSELWES.i VEACH TIME A DOPE STORY LEAKS OUT OF THE 
BUREAUCRACY/ABOUT Ui.s. negotiating positions or demands, they '' 
RESULT; IN A COUNTER-DEMAND AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE. OR. A FREEZING 
OF THE MINIMUM FLEXIBILITY WHICH HANOI' S NEGOTIATORS HAVE DTS-r 
PLAYED THUS 'PARi -' BOTH. YOU AND" HALDEMAN SHOULD ALERT’ STATE :; V-' 

AND .DEFENSE, SCALI A NO!: ZIEGLER THAT ANY DOPE STORIES OF ANY KIND 
FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE WEEK COULD BE ABSOLUTELY DEVASTATING 
TO OUR' EFFORTS. ■ 

. WARM REGARDS 

t 1 

END OF MESSAGE 




